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CENSOR EVER ALERT
No News Allowed to Filter Through

From Natal.

GENERAL METHUEN TO BE RELIEVED

The Boers Report Ladysmith in
Dire Straits.

ATTACK ON MAFEKI.NG

LONION, January IC-The c--mplete a

sene of news from Natal up to this hour
proves that the censorship will allow noth-
Ing to pass until Gi-n. Huller's planF are

ex-eCutd or have failed. Ev'n Gen. Rob-
erts. in his re:-rt 'If y, sterday evening. re-

frained fr-om nielti- ning a word about
Natal or Bn. Huller. From the other col-
umns there i- little news of moment.
Afodder river advices of yesterday's date

only report daily long range shell!ng, from
whi-h the Bers are supp-ed to have suf-
fered severely. A dispatch from Sterk-
stroom, dated Monday, January 1I, reports
that Gen. Gatacere's troops had made a

demo-nstration beyond 31olter.o, in the dire,-
tion of Stormherg. in the belief that the
B->ers intended to seize Molteno. The burgh-
ers were nti sighted, and the British r-
mainedl at M',tteno. Arrivals from Storm-
berg -etimate that there are 4.509) Boers at
thast pla'e, mostly revolted colonists and
Free Staters. President Steyn's brother is
the land drost.

French Still Shelling the Boers.
G-n. Fren-i continues to sh-ll the Boer

p-sitions bml nothing decisive has tak-n
pl:w....
Evidern:, ao imulte that Gen.Me-

theen's IbI I-; at Alagersfonteint has lost
hin the conjt-ence of his etire force to
suh an *-xtnt that, is dtclar . I It is
doubtful If the iro-ops w- M follow him in

aothir atta -k ,-n -he It.rs. The war
ofl -. i in,lrstood to I in poT s-sion of a
ietier writteI y G-I. Wauhope ti.. tighl
,- 'or, The battle saylig that would be tle
last. bI1 r t+ ild re, -r rite. as he had
Laeil asked to perf.orm an impossible task

at h.- th1t -it,,r rTo ol ,I or to surrender
his Swr' . An immditl ohatige in the

c'nsmatal of ti-- force m;y therefore I)#-
eI-ede.11 .tated inl som-ualrte

tha I;, t. G;. Tk il u::dIen

ihOERN iMNT HE.IflA1 JANI ARY 6.

lorremp..nedent of the t.a4wnted Press
Ie- Iimet the rield.

L~l-s31rTli. Mflay. Janiary S, by
na "0ar t- W.-. Jam,1,ar. y 16--Arep-

re--,-v te s * l P .-- visited

I a'.h 'o l-a iT. British
haW- voiked great havot-

-rmphlt dsemoweed an-
. is hta-I Itan sht ff, and a

.therTs weekill hk Tte, m
'n ly w hit- eaiing th"ir luncheon.
ri rd-btled e'-g-- ta h-sid

0- mi S-me Natal Dut-mniw r r.e-o-9
i aong :he dead.
A ruIIIbr f I,- r b dies and (arenses of
L-nhaNe 1itn washod d,.wni utombi

-:aus, w hich,).- b v rm a r:,ging _ 1rr-nt dur-
i:. a he avy tho,7un- e t -rmi. The ritiTsh.

Si dgging gra vt,- wer. fired .n by Boer
Y,.,-v-ral of th.m w.. hit.
f-. hu t' ;in lumdniun tartrlges

1.,- 11.n found -n wiind.-. pris-n'-rs.
nl1mer'. ,arri the Boer dtad off the

h m haibd th. bo dI.sser t-, their
i-rdsat 1h". boTt-n.m . vr inoty w.r

11 .- arried ff W..se n 1111 aln--.

Ladyistnlth in Sore Straits.
PRETl)RIA. Saturday, January i:1--A i

res'ult of the bombardment of 3AI;fchm.ig
y--Ierdy the lIritish for at Eastward was

im-.lish, I a:d the Britihab ret.rc-. oinc
3-r was ll oU11d
Ad i fr-n the heal ho:gr aLily-

am ith irtrt that the attaczk 'in that phr
Jarnitry -; w a: istr- us to the Briti-h ind]

thfl- El ijmi, apcts to be in S-re

Boers Repulnsed at Renshurg.
REN'LIAG Cap-, Col-ny., 1il.nday, Jan-

ar 1.-The B.rs Ihis mornIing attemptel
rumh a hill h.-tldby a t-mpany of the

Y-k-hircs ani the Newv Z-ala.rl'-rs.but
hy r rouln".i at the 1oin f of the

bao-.Th, UB-r- hadl twenty-%ne men-i
khieIan ab'It fifty wou:btl.

ELF( TR If" ROAD TO PT. LOOKOt T.

Articles 4of incorporation Filed at
Annapolis Today.

Stedal I..a ,'h Zt Tt!e Em-ng Star.
STATE I WSE. ANNAP")LIS, NI.., Jan-

xtar,. 1-1-Arti lc ,f ITw rporation w -e filedl
wtIh the seer-trily of state crea'ing th-e

Wash~ron. echancsvil- Lonardtown
and PIn-I!t Lo(ok,-ut El(,-trite Railway Com-
I-any. Th- inc-r.. -ra'rs are Cominy It.
J--ns ai Frank It Tn-y ,f Philadhel-

ia. J-hn T. ItaltTber, GIl-s F. Lyer, B.
Ilirris C*nailler arol J s. F. Mlorgan of

Mrm Th,- -apital Ftock is $1som-.on,
in '. 1 5har I' 'Ti--' artieles state that til

- t'f Vi - to build a, railway
fr-am Wlnmn hrough Pince- Georg,-' .
Char ;- a I '.1 i-- , ~unies. to P uit

Lookut t te mmb f :!he: PotunmaeI riv-

Th- 11! - w*, ti by Mr. FracI-is V.
King, e.mbtr* f th-hwse of del-gates
fr "m St. -%I'r-, -1,1my, ;,nd- it II reported

h-r.: 'hat S, ;.i;t- - '.nr anld Quay of
P .: iatr, a th back of the cyr-

- I 1.-s- v ill be th-
wI 1 el it .i I i' .It - .Ian i It is also

'l ' ta hl ri III b- ntrohited in

;.--. . v.1 hh I ill enable
16 KMe " o th norri-. r.. increase

lii I) II %\t.Il1i TO A L.111E1.
SumposeI Ease of E.gnehing of Negro

hear HeInning. 'Tenn.
li'l:1i'l itS, T. Hn, Jai'uary 14t- -A n.e-l.g

nlamedl And-1-r'.n Ga~use wsi~ found hanging
to, a hmbi of al tr.e 1r.ar tHeninlg. Tennll.
this mi-ruu. it Is 5iupp,.-dl hr- waSt tlneh.-d
for a:-itit in the ee.p 1O f the Gin.-rty

FIRE F\ ARTISTS' QI %RTE..
Mirs. Ellahet~h Blabee Hias Narorw Es-

empe- in Hoesiun.
In 'ST. 'N, Janualry 1it--A fir' Vwhl1-h
sartd, on t0 he fourth floir of the live-story
1Ioiinlt. at theW coIrner of W'.ashingtcn and
1-. x. at.- Is j i't .hefore, 4 o.''k this

nl- -rail . li loff tie es-ape I-f s.verai
ai-t~ '.v'. y '.tI.o,) in the' lplac-. an,!

wer tO 11 top'I'l) 1 '5,- V.a I .ve-rc-omie by
srr .k. beft.re tile tireml.n i-ff.-tedl her res-
i-Ae. 't'he wolman was taken to a hos'pital,
wheire sh-- revive'd. and at I10 o'clock a.mn.

sihe was Je'-taredI out of diaig.-r. 'The mone--
tat-v l1.5 was slight.

Gernamn Nasy Bill isnhnited.
11EfRLI N. January la--The ill prov-idla'g
for the increase of the German navy has
been anbtedm to th- federa co

OVER SfM).,4M0 SUBSCRIBED.

Suece. of the Appeal for the Lawton
Fund.

The following subscriptions to the Law-
ton fund have been received by Gen. Corbin
since the 12th of January:
SubsErintionis of citizens of San Fran-

cisco, Cal., and the Pacific coast, through
Gen. Win. R. Shafter and A. A. Watkins,
chairman of the citizens' committee. 9,-
494.-M; additional subscriptions deposited
with Messrs. Kidder. Peabody & Co.. Bos-
tcn. $2~J0; additional subscriptions of cit-
izens of Indtanapolis, Ind., through The
Press, 3335; citizens of Des Maines, Iowa,
$16-; subscriptions of the San Francisco
Examiner and others, S3123.50; Gen. Leon-
ard Wood. $Z-M; Eduarde Farrer, Havana,
$Z5O; Gen. William Ludlow, $25; citizens of
Cleveland, Ohio (additional), through My-
ron T. Herrick, $14; members of Company
E, 2d Infantry, Fort Thomas. Ky., $25; ad-
ditional suit *riptions of citizens of Mil-
waukee, through Gen. Charles King, $21;
contributions from Soldiers' Orphan School,
it ChesteT. Pa., $22.311; citizens of Butte,
Mont., through Inter-Mountain, S40.50; cit-
izens of Detroit, Mich. (additional). through
('ol. Frank J. Hecker, $22.31; citizens of
Lexington, through the Leader. $10; Mas-
ter Fletcher Chapman Miles and Master
Humphrey B. Miles. Cleveland. Ohio. $5
each: through Ohio State Journal. Colum-
bus, Ohio, $1; making a total of 0,909.33.

TO M"AKE AN ACCURATE CENSUS.

Preparations for the Collection of
Statistics.

Owing to the fact that the statistics of
florists' business, which the census office
reqtuires. relate almost entirely to the year
lo19, a plan 1:as been formed for taking an

-arly census of floriculture by mail, on

special schedules. and to tabulate and pub-
ish th, returns thereof early, while other
branches of the great work of enumeration
are in progress.
There are approximately 10,500 florists in

the United States. The names and address-
us of a majority of them have been ob-
tained and classitied by the division of agri-
culture in the census office. and each known
proprietor will soon receive a copy of the
special sclhedule devoted to this interest. It
wvill be accompanied by a list (as far as as-
- rtained) of all the florists in his section, to
be by him corrected, added to and returned
to the de-partment for use in making the
re-,rd complete and reliable.
No private individuals will be permitted

ti have a,-ess to the schedules after they
have been lilied out and returned, nor will
:he nenies of persons or firms giving in-
formation be published in the census re-
tort. FirErzin only will be used and pub-
lished. modlte -ntire process and re-ord
*f gaeliring inforinaiou will be conliden-
tial.
As the law requires the regular enumera-

:irs to ,oin critain information as to
tenure. valut, etc., during their visits In
Jtiie, the nixt ecnsus of floriculture, if the
flrists th nelvs shall be prompt and con-
ecientimts in filling out and returning the
1s"cial sch-Iults soon to be sent them, will

I th. most perfect in history.
They will I put to no expense. as the

it-cs iryatiry, with envelopes prop-
rly franked. will be provided for their

Diretor Merriam suggests and requewsts
Tlht the t'a.ritulturists of this country use
-me of their spare time between now and

.tune next it preparing themselves to an-
swer promply and ac. tirately the questions
relative to tite acreage, quantity and value
of crops; the quantity and value of all
farm products. animal and vegetable; the
cost of fertilizers and farm lahor. and, In
fact, all the items of farm operatins for
the calendar year 1814 which the census
enumerators are by law compelled to as-
eertaln. This. he says, will result In a full
ant accurate census, which Is what every-
body desIres.

TO BE CONSUL AT CANTON.

Robert _31. MeWade Named to Succeed
Dr. Bedloe.

The President today sent to the Senate
the name of R.,bert M. MeWade of Penn-
sylv ania to be ctnstul for the United States
at Canton, to succeed Dr. Edwin S.
Bedloe. This nrminattion closes the inci-
'tent in Dr. Bedloe's case. So far as can be
learnid. Dr. Bedlle left the Department of
State by resignation, and bears Its gti-
will. There never was the slightest charge
against his honesty and integrity, according
to tie departmnttt officials. The trouble in
his case grew out of the action of his
intorptreter. but Dr. Itedlo-. being the prin-
cipal officer. was compelled to bear the
brunt of tli -mllaints. le was unfortu-
nate with hils d-alings with the higher offi-
c-Lisof thetChis empire at Canton, prin-
eitally thtrough the misleading action tnd
advi-e -f iti, int.rprt-ter. These things
conspired to make Dr. ticdie persona in
grata t.t the Chinese government, andIit
felt himself call-d upii t resign rather
than t.mbarrass the Department of Sitti.
Mr. McWade is a resident of PhiladeIlii,
ni for manyv years was city itor of the

Publie Ledger.

IMPORTS AND ENPORTS.

Difference in I.ant Mouth an Compared
With a 1enar Ago.

The mnittihly stateneit of the imports
ant] exrts of the United States for De-
ceiiber, cmared with the same month a
year ago, shows as follows:
Mderchandise hit-s. $71,547,273, of

which, $l1.9l;1. was free of duty; in-
crsase, as compred with December, 1IX.0,
$11. "10M. Ex inrt s . 12 ;,.5,161,; decrease,

li4i1- hmp rte, 55 4"t.2lt;; decrease, $3,-3:uuuwt; exports, $1I.s57,51I; increase, $t1,-C~ooo.oo.).
Sily r--In t,.rts. $3.W27,27: decrease, $172,-

210: exprts. $~>...,857; decrease. 51t.000.1. r the tv.tl'mnths of the calle-ndar
year 1I'.j the imiports and exports were asfoll.,ws:
M-rchandise-loports, 570t,834,20, of

which $:5tl,Sl4.0(4 was free of dutv. com-par-I with *§6;4.,l4,448, of which 564.314.-
17:1 wis free of duty; increase, $164,870.172.Exorts, $1,275.41S,t.641. compared with$1.z~5.46.266. incrase, $19,944,375.Glb -Imports, $51,14.t0i4; In 1l9l. 1,kj~pj,-
1#;3.!1.2. Exports, $45,379,41t; in 1&et, $16,-10~4,ttS4.
Silver-Imports, $30,544,t1; coInparadwith $2,.131.:>0; expitrts, $53.4S4,6t, com-

pared with $5d,717. 104.

THiE COMUPLAI NT NOT CREDITED,

Feeling at the Deparment Regarding
(harge. Anninet Merrill,

It is said of the Navy D~epartment that
t-re h as ntever bet n a cotmplainmt flrom
the Stimih Atlatic statittn oft any ill-treat-
mtent b~y C'onmnider Merrill or lany other
of th- nav at othierse on the slttion. Touch-
ittg a story saitd to have comne from Bue-
rois Ayres, v Ihich Is the summner headqjuar-
t, rs of tit lieet, to the effect that some
of tile Marhtlbtel's men havce been 111-
Iir ated by Commainder Merrill of the Montt-
gum, r y, the offict-rs ott dutty att the ntaviga-
tion biureau declare thatIthey at taih no
cc.elit t.o th statement . Thle Marb'ehiead

and tie Mtiimemaery were togethir during
the ie- summer, aind as is usuially the
case w~ith sister shipis there was somne
ialilsy between the rlin. Naturally, un-decr these cioaditiotns. the Marblehead's men
would nth relish a trdnsfer t, the Montgoim-
ery,* and just such complaint as that made
..gairnst Commander Merrill might bes ex-
perted to result. *
The officers at the Navy Department who'

know Merrill assert that he has not the
faintest suggestion of a "sundtowner" about
hi~m, and If there were cause for complaint
the naral regulations afford an easy rem-

The Beford at San Juan.
The quartIernaster general has been in-

formned that the transport Buford arrived at

UTAH POSTMASTERS
Another Polygamy Investigation

Commenced Today.

HOUSE POST OFFICE CONITTEE

Representative Lentz is Questioned
by the Chairman.

THE OFFICIAL RECORD

Another polygamy investigation was com-
menced at the Capitol today. The House
post offices and post roads committee, of
which Mr. Loud is chairman, took up the
resolution, heretofore adopted by the
House, offered by Mr. Lnntz of Ohio, as fol-
folws:
"Whereas it is charged and generally be-

lieved that John C. Graham, postmaster at
Provo City, Utah, a presidential appointee.is ineligible to hold a federal office for the
same reason that it is alleged Brigham
H. Roberts is ineligible to a seat in the
House of Representatives; and whereas it
is charged and generally believed that Or-
son Smith, postmaster at Logan; Utah, a

presidential appointee, is Ineligible to hold
a federal office for the same reason that
it is alleged Brigham 11. Roberts is in-
eligible to a %eat in the House of Repre-
sentatives:
"Therefore. resolved, that the committee

o't the 1,0st offic,' and post roads shall have
power and be directed. to send for persons
and papers and examine witnesses on oath
in relation to said federal appointees, John
C. Graham and Orson Smith, and that
after said examination said committee shall
report to this House of Representatives
whether it is true, as frequently alleged,
that said John C. Graham and Orson Smith,
presidential postmasters, respectively, at
Provo t'ity, Utah. and Logan, Utah, are
now and for some months have been un-
der indIctments as polygamists, and
whether it is true that at the time of their
apopinttment, more than two years ago, said
two postmasters were open and notorious
polygaiists, and whether or not at the
time of their appointment or prior thereto
affilavits and papers evidencing such
polygamy of both or either one of them
were on file."

Mr. Lentx Questioned.
Mr. Lentz appeated before the committee

and wa asked if ie thought the-committee
should be called upon to go into the gen-
eral question of polygaty in Utah. He re-
plie.1 that ie did not. and that he realized
the committee had no real power in the
case. but was about to "pigeonhole" the
resolution.
Chairman Loud repelled this insinuation.

The committee, lie said, would pigelnhole
nothing.
Mr. Lntz said ie wanted the commiltto

to do just what thi resolittion required. If
It was true that polygamaists are drawing
federal salaries. he wanted that fact re-
ported to thei House, and he thought !Ite
House would find the power to cut off such
a praetice.
Questione:1 as to the character of the evi-

dence which could be producei to sustain
the charges that tihe administration had
knowingly appointed polygamists to fed-
eral offices, Mr. Lentz asserted that he
knew that papers had been illed with the
Presilent making charges of polygamy
ngaJnst the officials in question. Private
Secretary Porter had receipted for them.
These lepers, however, cannot now be
found.

Mr. Grosvenor's Alleged Remark.
Mr. L.entz said that Representative Gros-

venor had said to him, "You don't suppose
we were fools enough to let grass grow
under our feet, do you? As soon as your
charges were brought we had men look into
this matter."
Mr. Bromwell of the committee suggested

that Mr. Grosvenor had not meant to im-
ply that the papers had been abstracted,
but only that when the charges were
alleged a search had been made to see if
there was foundation for them.
Mr. Lentz said he would not attempt to

construe Mr. Grosver.or's m(anIng. He gave
the remark as it was made.
Several members of the committee de-

mantded that Mr. (rosvenror Ile summoned,
but he could not he found. He will appear
at the next meeting.

'hairmnit Loud real to the committee
the f.ollowing letter fron the Postmaster
General:

Post masiter General's Letter.
"In looking into the papers as to the

pos tniastership at Logan, Utah, I find The
facts to be as follows:
"Orion Smith was appointed postmaster

Novenber 19, '7, upon the recommenda-
ti,,n of the referees in the usual way. There
was nothing in the papers to indicate that
Ite was a polygamist rr that any such al-
ligation had been made respecting him, not
a w' rl ito raise that question in connection
with the appointment. He was confirmed
by the St nate January 21, 1IS
"After his appointment there was a let-

ter from the Rev. Mr. Clemenson, bearingdate November 22, 18.7, and addressed to
the President, which was sent to the Post
Office .Deiartment and there received No-
vember ;'t. There is nothing to indicate
th-at any attention was attracted to it. The
appointment had been made, and as thou-
sands of piapers come in, it was filed away,
apparently without examination. There is
no other paper in the case indicating any
such allegation until December 21, some
weeks after the nomination was in the
Senate.
"As to the Provo City case. the facts are,

as I stated to you. that there is no paperIn the department of any date making an
allegation of polygamy against the incum-
bent, but that when it became a matter of
public report some time ago I wrote to the
marshal of the territory asking him for
any informcation in his possession. and he
replied that a charge had been made In thestats court, and the postmaster had been
held over for trial. which was socon to take
place. We decided that we ouight not to
conaviet in advance of trial, antd reserved
action until the judicial determination."

Witnesses Expected Friday.
It was decided to resume the investiga-

lion next Friday, when Private Secretary
Porter tind Postmaster General Smith will
be requested to appear biefore the commit-
tee and bring all papers in the case,

W. D. BYNUSI'S NOMIiNATiON.

Demoerats Opposing it on the Ground
That lie is Not a Demoerat,

The Sentate committee on finance again
today bad under, consideration the nomina-
tion of W. D. Btynum to be general ap-
praiser of merchandise at New York. The
democratic members of the committee con-
tincued thei- opposition to the nomination,
contendling ,that Mr. Bynum is not a demo-
erat. and that his nomination as such is an
evasion of the law, Senators Burrows and
Spooner and other republican members of
the commtittee defended the selection as en-
tirely procper. After a general exchange of
opinonc it was decided that the democrats'
should have time to adduce proof of Mr.
Bynum's republicanism. The nomination is
in the hands tof Senators Aldrich and Jones
of Arkancsas as a subcommittee,

Gen. Greely Much Better.
The War Department was informed today

that General Greely was better this morn-
inf.

PHILIPPINE REPORT
Commission Has Sent It to the Pub-

lic Printer.

IS DIVIDED IRlO 8VERIL BOOKS

First Volume Devoted to the Po-
litical Issues Involved.

RESOURCES OF THE ISLAND

The Philippine commission today com-
pleted its report and dispatched it to the
public printer. Proofs of the first section
are expected tomorrow, and there is every
reason to believe that the first volume, at
least, can be Laid before Congress within a
week. Because of the pendenry of the
Philippine question Just now before Con-
gress, It is regarded as desirable by the
commission that this matprial be submitted
at the earliest possible moment.

A Splendid Atlas.
The report is voluminous and arranged

in an orderly fashion that will make it par-
ticularly valuable for use- as a reference
work. It will be divided into several vol-
umes. and one interesting feature will be a
splendid atlas of the Philippine archipelago,
specially prepared for the commission bythe Jesuits. This has been turned over tothe coast and geodetic survey for repro-duction.

Political Issues Involved.
The first volume, which is to be bronght

out Immediately, is devoted entirely to the
political issues involved in the acquisition
of the Philippines. It sets out the instruc-
tions of the President to the commission
and describes the operations of the com-
mission under those instructions. Then
follow chapters on various sulajects-gov-
ernment, currency, the Chinese question,
naval requisites, etc. Of these sulijeets the
one treated at by far the greatest lengthis the question of government, and that
section of the work, with Its exhibits, will
occupy from one-hall to two-thirds of the
volume. It describes the government. un-
der three heads-first, that existing in
Spanish times: second, the reforms desired
by competent Filipinos under that system:
third, the plan of government suggested by
the commission on the basis of their expe-rience, in setting out the aspirations of the
Filluinos themselves.

Resources of te Islaands.
The second volume will be devoted to the

resources of the island. and these are suffi-
ciently important and numerous to occupy
a full volume in their description. Other
volumes will follow, containing the great
mass of testimony taken by the commis-
sion in pursuance of the President's in-
structions. Altogether. Mie commissi~on
feels that it has covered the ground with
great thoroughness, and as its informa-
tin has come from all soumres the facts
set out In the report cannot be easily con-
troverted.

AT THE WHITE HOUSE

The Condition of Puerto Rico Discussed in
the Cabinet Session.

A Wish That Legislation Definin; Its

Status Should Be Speedily
Enacted.

No new subjects came before the cabinet
today, but there was an interesting discus-
sion of Puerto Rico. The people of the
island have behaved so well and have been
the subject of so many misfortunes that
the President and cabinet are deeply de-
sirous to see the status of the island de-
lined without much delay. The President
has expressed these views to members of
Congress and to callers. In the talk in the
cabinet today the hope was freely ex-

pressed that Congress would take speedy
action.

A Commercial Orphan.
The administration regards the island as

a political and commercial orphan, a vle-
tim of physical adversity. The legal and
commercial relation of the island to this
country ought to be quickly established, is
the way the matter is regarded. Of course,
the cabinet has nothing to do with legis-
lating as to Cuba, and it is not the inten-
tion of the President to bring the matter
before Congress by a special message, but
the fact that unusual interest is being taken
in the people and island is regarded as en-
couraging by those who hope to see somo-
thing accomplished.

The Webster Statue.
Senator Chandler saw the President this

morning regarding the unveiling of the
statue to Daniel Webster and the exercises
to be held In the Lafayette Theater on

Thursday morning preceding the unveiling.
The President will not accept the statue,
and this duty will be performed by Secre-
tary Long of the navy. The President will
attend the the exercises at-the theater and
at the location of the statue.

A TRANS-PACIFIC CABLE.

Secretary Lons- and Admiral Bradford
Favor Government Construction.

Secretary Long and Rear Admiral Brad-
ford appeared before the Senate committee
on naval affairs today in adwocacy of the
construction of a Pacific cable by the gov-
ernment. The Secretary's statement was
general and related entirely sto the feasi-
bility of the plan and its advantage over
doing the work by priva~e #nterprise.
Rear Admtiral Bradford ~detailed the op-

erations of the ecllier Nero, whIch is now
engaged In making a prelindnary survey
of the proposed line wes of Honolulu. He
said that the survey had ben completed
and that the Nero was how on its return,
making a zig-zag survey.
According to the reports rhade of the pre-

lIminary work the proposed cable was en-
tIrely practicabie. It i to ran from San
Francisco to Honoliulu, thence- via the Mid-
may Isiands and Guam to Dingala bay, is-
land of Luzon, with a spur for commercial
purposes to Yokohama. The average depthbetween Honolulu and Midway is 2,70fathoms, between Midway and Guam. 3,000,
and between Guam and Luzon, 2,800. He
estimated the cost at $1,050 per knot, which,with the amount necessary for steamers,
offies, etc.,* would bring the Cost up to$i0,000,000. He placted the entire length of
the cable at 8,204 knots,rwhich allows 20
per cent for slack and detours.
In connection with his statement Admiral

Bradford said that he undrsood the aver-
expenses of tim WatDepartment for

me aes to Maniia' to be sbout $1,000 perdayn~ that the tetal .df the etngenditureof ,1e Navy Depaten Wad amounted to
$26000.

The D4 e t
The Navy Depa znt- *a been Informed

that the Dixie has *ied tmNorfolk for
an Juann_

COLONIAL LAWS

The.Question of Discriminating Duties
for the Islands.

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE

A Declaration as to the Constitu-
tional Provision Expected.

A QUESTION OF POLICY

It has become manifest that there is a

very determined purpose with a strong ele-
ment in Congress to overturn the construc-
tion of the Constitution which extends to
all the territory of the United States the
provision for uniformity of revenue laws
among the states. The subcommittee of
the ways and means committee which is
now considering this question has thus far
not gone beyond an academic disetission.
but the belief is growing that the outcome
will be a declarati~on supported by the ma-
jority that the Constitution does not compel
the extension of uniformity in laws to the
acquired possessions. If this course is pur-
sued the proposition will be promptly seized
upon by the, anti-expansionists as an evi-
dence that the policy of expansion of ter-
ritory involves a departure from our con-
stitutional forms and the adoption of an

imperial policy. They are looking forward
to such action with expectancy for a vindi-
cation of their contention that the govern-
ment of acquired islands inhabited by an
alien race is not practicable under our in.
stitutions, and that if It is undertaken the
principles of the republic must be sacrificed
in order to adapt ourselves to new condi-
tions.

, As to Puerto Rico.
The administration does not want the

question of discriminating revenues raised
as to Puerto Rico, but wants the laws ex-
tended over that island by free grace and
not a constitutional right, so as not to be
committed to the same course as to the
Philippines. Secretary Root's argument .on
the question placed the extension of the
revenue laws to Puerto Rico on the groundof policy, not of constitutional construction,the plain purpose being not to tie the hands
of the government when the question has
to be settled with respect to the Philip-pines.
If discriminating duties are placed upon

commerce between Puertoltico and the rest
of the country the question will undoubted-ly be taken to the Supreme Court for set-
tlement. and should that court sustain thetheory which has heretofore been generallyaccepted. that the Constitution forbids such
discrimination, it would become obligatoryto extend the laws of this country to thePhilippines. or else to amend the Constitu-
tion. But by establishing free trade with
Puerto Ri... merelyas a matter of policy the
necessity of determining whether such
policy is obligatory under the Constitution
can be avoided, to be settled later, when it
comes to dealing with the Philippines.

Some Demand Protection.
The representatives of the several local

interests that might be injuriously affected
by free trade with Puerto Rico, however,
are persistent in their demands for protec-
tion from competition with Puerto Rico, and
it is believed by rr.any in Congress that this
influence will be strong enough to compel
a new construction of the Constitution
which will admit of different revenue laws
for the islands.
Around this question is expected to turn

the discussion of the whole subject of the
establishment of a colonial government
under the authority of the United States,
but not a part of It nor under Its uniform
laws.
There Is said to be a plan on foot to make

a test of the right to free importation from
the Philippines by a refusal to pay duties
and by carrying the case to the Supreme
Court.

MAY HAVE TO BURN CHINATOWN.

TakIng Precautions Against the
Plague at Honolulu.

Surgeon General Sternberg has received a
letter from Maj. Blair D. Taylor, surgeon,
U. S. A., in regard to sanitary conditions
In Honolulu. The letter is dated Honolulu,
H. I., December 29 1899, and is as follows:
"Since my last report there have been five

deaths in the Chinese quarter of Honolulu
ftom bubonic plague two yesterday.
Guards have been placed around the in-
fected district, and every precaution possi-
ble has been taken to prevent the introduc-
tion of the disease among the troops. In
my opinion Chinatown will have to be
burned up and rebuilt on a sanitary basis
before the plague can be stamped out. Such
a course. I understand, Is now being con-
templated by the authorities."
Surgeon General Sternberg says that the

situation in Honolulu appears to be well in
hand, every precaution having been taken
by the local health authorities and the
United States marine hospital service, and
therefore calls for no action at his hands.
So far, not a single case of the plague has
appeared among the United States troops,
and owing to the thorough methods adopted
to guard against the introduction of the
disease it is not censidered likely that it
will extend to the military reservation. The
trcops are kept under strict discipline, and
are not allowed to leave the reservation ex-
cept on military businass.

PRESENTATION TO WAINWRIGHT.

It Will Take Place at the Columbia
Theater January 24.

The committee on arrangements for the
Wainwright testimonial announce that the
subscription list for the sword fund is
closed, and they desire to express their
thanks for the generous and prompt con-
tributions to the fund.
The. arrangements for the presentation of

the testimonial to Commander Wainwright
are nearly completed. The presentation
will be made at the Columbia Theater WVed-
nesday, January 24, at 4:15 p.m.
Notices regarding distributIon of reserved

seats to contributors to the fund will bei
published as soon as arranged for by the
subcommittee In charge.

* Army Orders.
Captain Charles J. Symmonds, assistant

quartermaster of volunteers, has been re-
lieved from temporary duty In the office of
the quartermaster general and ordered to
New York city for assignment to duty.
Upon the completion of his duties there he
will proceed to Puerto Principe, Cuba, to
resume his duties at that station.
Major George W. Flshback, additional

paymaster of volunteers, has been honor-
ably discharged the volunteer service, to
take effect F'ebrtary 15i.
Captain Ira McNutt of the ordnance de-

partment has been ordered from South
Bethlehem. Pa.. to the Sandy Hook proving
ground at Sandy Hook. N.. J., for duty rela-
tive to 'a firing test of the new ten-inch
brown segmental tube wire gun..

ReturnIng Froma Manila.
General Shafter has informed the War

Department of the arrival at San Francisco
yesterday of the transports Olympia and
Pennsylvania from Manila. - The only mili-
tary passengers aboard were Colonel Viele,ith Cavalry, and two discharged soldiers on
the Olympia and a retired sergeant on the

Pennsylvania. No deaths occurred during
the voyage and no remains were transport-
ed on either ship

tOL. RANDALL HERE.

Confer" With Srretary Root Regard-
ing Troops in Alaska.

Col. G. M. Randall, 8th Infantry. arrived
in this ity today from Havana., Cuba. and
reported at the War Department for dulyunder orders assigning him to the command
of the newly created mi:itary dcpartment of
Alaska. lie had a conference with Secre-
tary Root this afternoon in regard to the
character and scope of his new duties.
Among the questions considered was the

strength of the military force to be assigned
to the new department and also as to the
most desirable place in Alaska for the es-
tablishment if headquarters. It, view of theimportatne (f the Alaskan department ithas b-en decided to promote Col. Randallto brigadier general and to give him a suf-flcient military force and every facility forthe execution of the po'icy of the govern-ment in our extreme northwest possession.

POLLOCK RIPP SHOAL.

Easiern 8hipping Interests Want aLight House There.
The shipping interests of the North At-

lantic coast are interested in an effort thatis being made for a review of the decision
of the lighthouse board for a lightship at
Pollock Ripp shoal. the southeasterly part
of Massachusetts. A lighthouse instead of
a lightship is desired, because there -s
danger that a ship might drag anchor and
great damage result. The difficulty has been
that the lighthouse would have to be con-
structed in deep water, but a new plan far
such construction has been prepared. bywhich it is guaranteed that for 3:00,f)(9 alighthouse such as needed can be built.
Senator Frye. chairman. and ot.her senators
of the commerce committee believe the planfeasible, and will support the proposition If
the conclusion of the lighthouse boardehould be favorable.

-- --+-..-
BOTTLED BEER.

No Refund of Tax on Bottles and
Corks.

The (ourt of Claims. in an opinion just
handed down, has decided that Schlitz. the
beer manufactuter, is not entitled to a
drawback en imported bottles and corks
used in the manufacture of beer bottled
for export. The Schlitz company made
claims at the treasury for a drawback of
duties paid on materials entering into the
manufacture of beer bottled for export, in-
cluding bottles and corks, under the act
which authorizes the refund of tariff duties
paid on articles which are later manufac-
tured for export. The treasury refused the
drawback as to bottles and corks, claim-
ing that they were not so essential to the
manufacture of the export beer as to be im-
ported.
The contention of the claimants was that

the manufactured article was bottled beerand not simply beer, ani that the bottle
and cork were essential elements of theprodjcte. In fact. it was contended, beer
could not be safely exported without beingbottled. The purpose of the law, it wasfurther contended. was to refund all duties
paid on any articles entering into an ex-
ported manufactured article.
The court admitted the probable purposeof the law, but said that under decisions ofthe Supreme Court and the words of thelaw the contention of the claimants could

not be admitted.

AMENDINIG CIVIL SERVICE LAW.
Bill Prepared by a Committee of the

G. A. R.
Representative Lacy of Iowa has intro-

duced in the House a bill amending the
civil service law in relation to soldiers of
the civil war. The bill was prepared by
the committee otn legislation of the G. A.
R. of the Department of the Potomac, Capt.
H. A. Cobatugh, chairman. It is as fol-
Iows:
"Be It enacted by the Senate and House

of Represemtatives of the United States of
America, in Congress assembled, that in
every executive department of the United
States government. and in each and every
branch thereof. whether reached by com-
petitive or non-competitive examinations
under the civil service laws (in which case
the rules and regulations affecting the
same shall so provide), honorably dis-
charged soldiers, sailors or marines, who
served as such between April 12. 1861, andAugust 26, 186-,. aid their widows, shall becertified and pref,-rred for appointment toand retention in employment in the publicservice, and for promotion therein; ageloss of limb or other physical impairmentwhich does not in fact incapacitate shall
not disqualify them, provided they possessthe business capacity necessary to dischargethe duties of the position Involved. And per-sons thus preferred shall not he removgifrom their positions or reduced In salaryor grade Except for good cause, upon com-plaint and after a hearing."Section 2. That all laws or parts oflaws inconsistent with the provisions ofthis act are hereby repealed."

PUBLIC BUIIDINGS.
Those on Which Work Has Been Stop-

ped or Never Begun.
Mr. Taylor, the assistart secretary of the

treasury in charge of public buildings, Is
preparing for transmission to Congress a
list of public buildings In the United States
on which work has been stopped or never
begun because of the increase in price of
building materials and the shortage of the
appropriation. He will soon submit this to
the committees of Congress having these
matters in charge.
There is a large number of cities in the

United States which were voted money by
Congress for suitable public buildings. The
buildings have never been started in many
of these because It was seen that the work
would not be undertaken by contractors
within the appropriation by reason of the
steady rise in prices of building material.
Sites have been secured and everything is
ready except the required'amount of money.
"The committees of Congress asked our

office for estimnates on public buildings
suited to such and such cities. We gave-those estimates. Congress then cut down
the estimtates, antd on top of all that comes
the heavy rise in ptrices.aid Mr. Taylor.
"I told a congressional committeA a few
days ago that tnhere was one of three things
to do-appropriate more money, put upcheap buildings or do nothing. Tbe mem-
bers of the committee apparently agreedwith me. Our policy should be to completethose which have been started and those
already agreed upon and to ap~propriatesufficienit money to finish those where theappropdation Is now Insufficient."

Army) Order.1
Lietut. Col. Philip H. Ellis, 8th Infantry,

at.Fort Snelling, Mlnn., has been ordered
to Governor's Island, N. Y., for assigntment
to duty.
Acting Assistant Surgeon William E.

Hamlin, from New York city to Waltham,
Mass.
The following ..- ..sistanzt surgeons

will proceed to San Francisco. Cal., for as-
signment to duty: Jerome B. Thomas. from
Brooklyn, N. Y.; Frank Du Bois, from New IYork city. N. Y.; Charles St. John, from
Buffalo, N. Y.
Second Lieut. Robert B. Powers, 7th Cay-

alry, from Fort Bayard, N. M., to Fort
Huachuca, Arix.
Maj. James M. Ingalls. 5th tC. S. Artllery,.after he shall have completed his duties s

a member of the general court-martial con-
vened at Washington barracks, D. C., will
assume station in this city for the purpose 1of supervising the printing of the ballistictables submitted hy hIm.

LAID ON THE TABLE
Senate Action on Pettigrew's Re.

quest for Information.

INSTRUCTIONS TO PEACE COIIISSION
Refused to Adopt Them by 20

to 41.

URGENT DEFICIENCY BILL

With the opening of today's e-si-n of
the Senate Mr. Cullom till.) lresented a
p. tition handsomely bound and sigm. I y
;..1 colored persons, asking for su h hai
!ation as will protect colored men -f this
country from the "barbarous pratiee of
lynching snd burning colored men."
Mr. Cullom asked that the ietion Ih

ri ferred to the committee on judiciary.
although, he said, it might be desirable to
refer it to the committte on pris ilge- anid
lections
-Mr. Hoar, chairman of the judiciary com-

rnttee, said he believed every senator would
t. glad to have such measures ad.opted as
would suppress this wrongdoing and enable
the officials to enforce the laws. No senator,
he thought, would disagree to that. lie,directed attention to the fact that the state
laws take cognizance of the crimes referred
to in the petition. By what constitutionalr..thod the ltited States could lak, actin
in t his 'estion is a cifit'ult inquiry.Mi. 'hantd[,r, chairman of the committ-,
,n privileges and elcetions, thought it de-sirath to be perfectly frank. "There is
no) 1-wr in Congress. said he, "1o preventor t 'Punish crimes committed inl thI vari-
:us stat(s. If the states do nIt puniish,tim's for the punishment of whih tlwylive,- 'nacted laws no federal law .an takeIt. litice of useless state laws."Mr. Chandler saia there was no federallav undcr which the violator of evn 'hesuffrage laws could be punished.mr. Spooner XWis)-"There is such fedl-iral legislation."
Mr. Chandler-"There is not now suchlegislation. Co.ngre-rs has no constitutiul

power to punish such crimes."
Mr. Cullom thought that insmuch as it

involved new legislation, the petition sliculd
go to the committee on judiciary. -Imesubject," Mr. Cullom said, "seems to callfor invcstigation. These people rea:ize theyare being bwlly treated. Such treamniti 1 ia
withott authority of law, and it oughit to bestpr-d if possible.'
M.:_ Tillmnan (S. Ci-"What is the imme-diat- cause of this petition? Does It c, teft-rm t'hicago?"
Nr. 'allom replied that the p. t1:i-tn ,an-

from Chiaago. but that it was 'ined byiople of many states
Mr. Tillman; "I simply wanted :o know

whether or not it w;a due to the -retmera
of the negroes in Illinois or in tII,. !.r
states."
Mr. Cullom: "I do say that a inm r of

mn., perhaps as many as six or .ih. were
shot down in the streets, and nu tle
state administration now has 111IMty ,r for-
ty men in jail charged with the 'rin -. and
if they are guilty I hope they will I_ lit,
ished."
Mr. Spooner then called attention see-

tions of the revised statutes which pro-vided penalties for violations of i-.,iA
election !aws.
Mr. Chandler said he stood eorr- ..
The petition was referred to the e 'mmnt-

tee on judiciary.
Pensions for Dependent Parents.

Mr. Gallinver (N. H.), chairman of :ie
committee on pensions, reportil a ti1,-
pealing section 4116. Revised Sta.. so
far as it may be applicable to (luma .f
dependent parents of soldiers, sailrs or ma-
r;res. who served the United Staes itn the
war with Spain. The bill was pas-d.Mr. Wellington introduced a jo.int re 1-
tion declaring the purpose of the .'r t,.
Stntes toward the Philippine Islan.ls atdgave notice that he would address ti., S. n-at. on the resolution next Thursdta.
Mr. Pettigrew offered a resolution callinguron the Secretary of War for nn itemizedOtatement of the expenses of ocr oectpationof Cuba, since the close of the war. the sal-

&r'es of all officials. the amount of stomsdues received and all other mattets per-taining to the expenditure of moner hoy the
tnited States on the island. He asked forIts immediate consideration, h-it Mr. Chan-
Dier (N.H.) ohjected, and the resolution
went over until tomorrow.
Additions to Standing; Committees.
Mr. Culberson (Tex.) withdrew as a memn-

ber of the census committee, and Mr. C-ck-
rell presented an order making the follow-
Ing additions to the standing commit tees of
the Senate:
Census, Mr. Tallaferro; civil service. Mr.

rurley, Mr. Heltfeld and Mr. Culbersotn;
Irrigation. Mr. Chilton and Mr. Allen: ed-ieation and labor, Mr. Daniel; fisheries. Mr.
Kenney: mines and mining, Mr. Butler;satents. Mr. Heitfeld; transportation routes
to the seaboard. Mr. McLaurin; Potomac-iver front, Mr. Bacon; national quarantine,
Ur. Culberson.
Instructions to Peace Commission.
The Senate went into executive s.-'i.n at

1:10 p.m.. on motion of Senator Davis,
yhairman of the cmmittee on foretgn rela-
tions. who was at the time addressing the
Senate on the various resolutiln" and
amendments relating to the Ph11ijilpline
archipelago.
The Minnas.,,a senator made the point of

irder against the amendment calling for
he instrueons to the peace commis-Ion
It Parts. This was overruled, and Senator
Javis. who was the chairman of the peaceNommission. began speaking. lie finally
aid ie was much embarrassed in speak-
ng of the subject in open session, aimil
noved that the doors be closed, and the
;vnate agreed to the motion.
After the doors of the Senate were closed

mn the motiot of Mr. Davis to permit theFr. er discussion of the Philippine questionMrc. Davis did not cortinue his speeh,

itad been supipoand he would, but imme-
histely moved to lay on the table the Pitti-
nrew amendment: calling for instruc-tionis to

he peace commuission.
Mr. Hoar made the point of order that
he motion c-old not be properly nmade or
lebtated in secret session, The matter un-icr consideratiote being legislative business

he motion must of necessity be made in
'lien Senate.
President Pgo Tem. Frye ruled in accord-
mice with Mr. Hoar's suggestion. and the
loors were re-ipened to permit the making
if the motion in. order,
Mr. Teller made a brief speech, saying
hat the President hsad the right to with-
told informtathjn or transmit in secrt-c
essbon.
Mr. Hoar pointed otut that such infornma-
Ion otught to be sent when requested by
senator if tnot incompatIble with put,!ic

nterests.
Mr. Vest said that the friends of the ad-
rainistration should desire to hav-e the
ehole Parts correspondence pliaecd befite
he Amerli-an people.
Mr. V'est sharply criticised those who are
onstantly asserting that ther-e are friettds
f Agttinaldo. Hie recalled a statement of
enator Sewell last summer who said ha
vent to the President after the battle of'
tanila and said: "Mr. President, for God's
ske, withdraw Deweyl"
'There seemed some doubt about the In-

tructions to the Paris commissioners," con-
Inued Mr. Vest. "'It was understood that
lie President first wasted to keep Luastu

ad leave the other iM ~to their fate,

nd lai he direeted that all of the islands

e held.'*

Mr. Vest said he del the tight of any

ne to muzzle htim in ham exweasina o hIS


